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EARLY IDENTIFICATION TOOL 
Proactive Identification SNoMeD Searches Guide 

v1.3 
 

Please note a patient could appear on more than one search dependent on their disease. However, there is an overall ‘Combined List of 
Patients to be reviewed.’   
 
NB: Patients who are currently on the QOF Palliative care register are excluded from the searches below. The QoF registers use the latest 
cluster ref sets. 
 
GSF PIG Practive Identification Guidance areas excluded from Early Identification Tool:  Parkinsons, General neurological diseases, Stroke 

 
 
 
 

Change log: 
v1.3 August 2023 Various updates from meetings 

v1.2 August 2022 updated QoF registers 
v1.1 March 2021 updated to SNoMeD and additional search Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis 

v1.0 July 2019 search tool created  
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Most of the searches are built using national ref sets, where applicable.  You can identify the lists of codes by using the database of the link 
below – selecting PCD refsets and typing the code in the Cluster ID (see screenshots below - Figure 1): 
Link: Primary Care Domain Reference Set Portal 
 
Link: Primary Care Domain Reference Set Portal 
 

 

 
Screenshot of Primary Care Domain Reference Set Portal 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.powerbi.com%2Fview%3Fr%3DeyJrIjoiZTY0ODY0YzEtMjhhYy00ZTViLWJjZDQtMWZjOWVkMTZlOGExIiwidCI6IjUwZjYwNzFmLWJiZmUtNDAxYS04ODAzLTY3Mzc0OGU2MjllMiIsImMiOjh9&data=05%7C01%7Cmargaret.orwin%40nhs.net%7C2946725e44de4a59d18b08db7e323515%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638242526320931670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tMRap%2BXe839NWn%2FpPCBX6LGKI1mYpnwqrwswqYfbn68%3D&reserved=0
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DISEASE GROUP SNoMed Coding Term 

CANCER 
  
Patients on QOF 
Cancer register 
whose disease has 
metastasised or 
patients who have a 
new diagnosis in the 
last 12 months of 
brain or pancreatic 
cancer.   
 

QOF Cancer register - Refset CAN_COD diagnosed after 1 April 2003 

 

 

 
(Includes all child codes) 

 
(Includes all child codes) 
 

HEART FAILURE 
 
Search for all 
patients who are on 
the QOF Heart 
Failure register and 
NYHA 3-4 and 
Optimal HF Therapy 
OR who are on the 
QOF Heart Failure 
register and 
emergency 
admission in L12m 
(3+ for under 75s) 
plus one other risk 
factor.  

QOF Heart Failure register Refset: HF_COD 
 

 

 
 

 
(Includes all child codes) 
 

 
 
Refset: CKDATRISK1_COD 
 
Refset: EGFR_COD 
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COPD 
 
Search for all 
patients who are on 
the QOF COPD 
register and have 
MRC4/5 or percent 
predicted FEV1 < 30 
plus one other risk 
factor.  

 

QOF COPD Register 
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KIDNEY DISEASE 
 
Search for patients 
18 years over who 
are on the QOF CKD 
register Stage 4/5 
plus any other risk 
factor. 

QOF CKD Register Stage 4-5 Refset: CKDATRISK1_COD 
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Refset: EFGR_COD 

 
 

 

 

HEPATOCELLULAR 
CARCINOMA 

 
Search for all 
patients who have 
Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma.  
 
 
 

 

 
LIVER DISEASE 
 
Search for all 
patients who are 
included in the 
Chronic liver disease 

Refset: CLDATRISK1_COD 

 

 
(Includes all child codes) 
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Ref set plus one 
other risk factor. 

 
 

 
(Includes all child codes) 

 

 
 

 
(Includes all child codes) 

 

MOTOR NEURONE 
DISEASE 

 
Search for all 
patients who have 
Motor Neurone 
Disease.  
 

Refset: MND_COD 

FRAILTY and 
DEMENTIA 
 
Patients with a 
diagnosis of severe 

 

QoF Dementia register 
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frailty or are on the 
QOF Dementia 
register plus one 
other risk factor. 
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Idiopathic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis 

Search for all 
patients who have  
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Data Quality Check 
 
PAL2. Pts with ‘Seen by Palliative 
Care Service’ code Last 2 years 
and not on QOF Palliative Care 
register  
 
 
 
PAL3. On QOF Palliative Care 
Register but NO GSF 
 
 

QOF Palliative Care register Refset: PALCARE_COD 
 

 
 

 

 
Mortality Audit 
 

    This search can help practice 
reviewing those patients who have 
died in the last 12 months. Viewing 
the report indicates if they were 
already on the Palliative care 
register, had an EPaCCS record, 
preferred place of death/care and 
carer/next of kin details 

 

QOF Palliative Care register Refset: PALCARE_COD 
 

 
 
Refset: PREFPLDEATH_COD 
 

 
 

 
(Includes all child codes) 
 

 
(Includes all child codes) 
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DISCLAIMER 
These searches are provided 'as is' without warranty of any kind, either express or implied, including, but not limited to, the implied warranties of fitness for a purpose, or the warranty of noninfringement. 
Without limiting the foregoing, NHS Midlands and Lancashire Commissioning Support Unit (CSU) makes no warranty that: 
i. the searches will meet your requirements 
ii. the searches will be uninterrupted, timely, secure, or error-free 
iii. the results that may be obtained from the use of the searches will be effective, accurate or reliable 
iv. the quality of the searches will meet your expectations 
Searches and its documentation made available to you: 
vi. could include technical or other mistakes, inaccuracies, or typographical errors.  
In no event, shall the CSU or representatives of the organisation be liable to you or any third parties. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  


